FINDING RECORDS OF YOUR ANCESTORS

SCOTLAND

1855 To 1901

If your ancestor lived in Scotland between 1855 and 1901, follow the steps in
this guide to find the records of his or her family. These instructions will show
you which records to search, what to look for, and what tools to use.




THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Overview

Follow these steps to find all members of the family (parents and children) of your ancestor who lived
in Scotland between 1855 and 1901:

1. Find information about your ancestor’s birthplace and parents’ names in:
A. Marriage or death certificates in civil registration records.
B. Census records.
2. Find your ancestor’s birth certificate in civil registration records.
3. Find your ancestor with his or her parents and brothers and sisters in census records.
4. Find the marriage certificate for your ancestor’s parents in civil registration records.

How to use this booklet:
* The Research Process: To see how the process works, review the example on pages 3—11.
* Finding Places: To learn more about place names in Scotland, see pages 13—15.

* Records: As you follow each step of the research process, go to pages 16-21 to learn about the
record you are searching.

* Additional Helps: For more information about researching Scottish records, see pages 22-23.

When you have found all members of a family, use the process to find another family. Search for the
husband’s or wife’s parents and siblings.

2 Scotland



THE RESEARCH PROCESS

How to Begin

Before beginning your research, it is important
that you gather all the family information you can
about your ancestor. You may find this informa-
tion in your home, in your parents’ home, and
from any other living family members. Also check
the Internet to see if others have researched your
Scottish family. Here are some Web sites to start
with:

* FamilySearch (www.familysearch.org) is the
official family history Internet site of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Access to information on this site is free.

* RootsWeb (www.rootsweb.com) is a free site.
Click Family Trees to search for your
ancestor’s name.

* Ancestry.com (www.ancestry.com) is the
largest commercial family history site. Access
to the Ancestry World Tree is free, but a fee is
required to access other information on the
site.

* OneGreatFamily (www.onegreatfamily.com)
charges for most of its services. However, you
may be able to perform a free trial search for
your ancestors.

¢ Genes Reunited (www.genesreunited.com) is
a family history site in the United Kingdom. A
fee is required to view pedigree charts.

Record the information you find on family group
records and a pedigree chart or in a family histo-
ry software program. For example, you can
download Personal Ancestral File 5.2 without
cost from www.familysearch.org.

From your pedigree chart, choose an ancestor
who was married or died in Scotland between
1855 and 1901. You must know at least the
approximate date and place of the marriage or
death of this ancestor. It is helpful to know the
name of your ancestor’s husband or wife.
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THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Example

Using the Internet is the fastest and easiest way Tips
to find Scottish records. The following pages walk : , .
you through this process, using as an example !f you dqnt know your ancestor’s marriage or death
the steps Bridget takes to find the family of her information:
ancestor Thomas Selcraig. Follow these same « Start with a more recent generation. You will learn
steps to find your ancestor’s family. how to do research, and you will probably discover
something you didn’t know about your family.
Notice in the example that Bridget has listed
what she knows about Thomas Selcraig and his
spouse, Helen Wilson, on a pedigree chart. She
has started a family group record with Thomas
Selcraig listed as a child.

* Find the records for the family in the example. This
will teach you basic research skills before you
search for your own family.

Example: Thomas Selcraig, married in 1891 in Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland. He was married to
Helen Wilson.

Your ancestor: , married on ,in , ,
name marriage date parish county

Scotland. He or she was married to

spouse's name

Family Group Record o cispacngatiie page o
Pedigree Chart Chartno. Husband oot T s o
Given name(s) name marriages'
Bom (day month year) Place
No. 1 on this chart is the same as no. oon chart no. 8 LDS ordinance dates Temple.
Taeror o4 o (e |GrBelle] Christened Place Bapized
Mark boxes when ordinances are completed. When born Died Place Endowed
Where
Baptized
P! [ — When married Buried Place Sealed to parents
Freed EEEOE | whendes _
When born Where -
Where Last
ouple P name
men married Weterorno ) 5[] ] e Vider
ere et
When born ] Wite ‘Maide
When died Where 2| Guennamery name
2 T Where When died 2 Bom (day month year) Place LDS ordinance dates Temple
EIEEEEE Where M Chrstoned Place Bapized
When born @
Where 10 k| Died Place Endowed
(oo s IR oo £
When married When born H Buriod Placo Sealed o parents
Where ‘L;s! [ Deceased
When died 5 When married e ;:": O
[T wi aider .
inere OjalEE When died & [z ocossed
n born Where
x:e bo Children List each child (whether living or dead) in order of birth. LDS ordinance dates. Temple:
ere
1 [ sex [Given Last [ See "Other|
Whended D = D= Sk Thomas . Seleraig O 5.0
Where (::v‘l :: Bom (day month year) Place Baptized
When born
Where Grristened Place Endowed
I 2ig When died Ted = Soalod o parents
DEEEaE Where
\hen born B e Helen [iast, Wilson
Where SpOUSE
e IR e Abt 1891 [P%® Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland Seeled o spouse
S comor
When married  Apt 1891 chart no. 2 Sex |Given ‘Lasx [m] See 'Other|
Where Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland When born . name(s) name. marriages’
Where 2 Bor (day month year) Place Bapized
When died 6 When married v " Flace Endowed
Where e IR W istons o
When born Where Died Place Sealed to parents.
(Spouse] Where
= o N o B
e o pemets) e
When married Totmerarmo o) o] clee] o
e o] Goven i = oo o
ere When born
When died Where 3|se ‘ﬁ‘w 0 S ome]
Wother) [DEEE] Where When died Place Baplized
When bom Where
W Chrsened Pace Endoned
i 14, Died Place Sealed to parents
When died (Father of no. 7). EE
Where Whenb o
en born a
name
Where [Place Sealed to spouse:
When married
Vour mame snd aaress e =
CEIEEE When died Select omly ome o he 0lowing oplions. The Gplon you seiect SpPIes Voo mame
When born Where o all names on this form.
Where [ Option 1—Family File Send al
N names to my family file at the Temple. |
.0 foss
When died Woteral o7 5| e e ot on [ Otion 2—Temple File Send all names o any temple,
Where chart no. and assign proxies for all approved ordinances.
‘When born
Where Option 3—Ancestral File Send all names (o the
[Tefephone rumber Date prepared I [ computerized Ancestral File for research purposes only, not
| en die for ordinances. | am including the required pedigree chart. =
Where ( N ‘
Publihed by The Church of Jesus Chist of Lattr-day Sants 3196, prited in Ush. 31826 Pubtahed b The Cutc o Josus it f Lt 1085 Prniea nUA a1ez?

Bridget begins a pedigree chart with Thomas Selcraig listed first. Bridget begins a family group record with Thomas Selcraig listed
as a child.
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THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Example

1. Find information about your ancestor’s birthplace and parents’ names.

CIVIL REGISTRATION (See pages 20-21.)
A. To find information on Thomas’s parents, Bridget searches for the marriage record of Thomas
and his wife, Helen.

B. On the Internet, Bridget goes to www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk. This site indexes the births,
marriages, and deaths in Scotland from 1855 to the early 1900s. Bridget registers on the site,
which requires a fee. She then chooses to search the Statutory Registers of Marriages from
1855 to 1932 for a marriage of Thomas Selcraig to Helen Wilson. Once she finds the entry in
the index, she views the image of the certificate and prints a copy of it. (If she could not find
the marriage record, she could have searched for Thomas’s death certificate on the same Web
site. Death records also give parents’ names.)

C. The marriage record shows that Thomas and Helen were married on December 30, 1891.
However, Bridget notices that the last column of the record shows that the marriage was
registered on January 4, 1891. This may indicate that the marriage date is incorrect. Bridget
makes a note to verify this information on other records.

D. Bridget records Thomas’s and Helen’s marriage information, ages, and parents’ names, along
with the source information (such as the Web site, type of document, year, page number, and
entry number). Bridget also notes the occupations and residence listed in the record. She finds
that Thomas was married in the St. Andrew District. This will help her search other civil
registration records later.

Surname Forename Surname Forename GROS
District Ci C MR Image Extract
No Year (M) (M) (F) (F) istri ity / County/ — mag
ST EDINBURGH 685/02 VIEW
1 1891 SELCRAIG THOMAS WILSON HELEN A ) — . DRDER
' ANDREW CITY/MIDLOTHIAN noiz {PAID)

1891 index of marriage records for Thomas Selcraig (used with permission from the registrar general for Scotland)

Address Parents
Z / age b 5 / ) ;
9/ . MARRIAGES in the 112 of K/M/?/;ﬁggx L8 irithe % \/ z;z/ ) ot S Qg
/ Signaturs of Parties, | I Kume, Burname, and Haak or Professioa If & regular Marriage, Sipnaturcs of : - 3
o, When, Whers, and How Married. Rank or Profession, Whetber Biagle or Widowed, | A#e- Vsanl Iteniclence. o It .‘iﬁ:ﬂ."é’.ﬂ‘ﬁ‘éﬁiﬁxﬂ'ﬁm :-:ug':nm: fﬁm
and Helationship (if any). Nume, sl Muidben Horname of Mother. | of Declarator, or Sherifl’s Warrant.
i R ] gfféf Tt /mtz 2/ e 189/,
L/ i - . = i ¥ T T e
[l fiae

S dtly WW7777 77 i R
0777/ R Y%7, %@4

Marriage certificate of Thomas Selcraig and Helen Wilson
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THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Example

CENSUS (See pages 17-18.)

A. Bridget looks for census records next, because the census will list a birthplace. She wants to
look at the first census taken after Thomas’s marriage. She looks first in the 1891 census,
since the marriage certificate shows the marriage was registered at the beginning of 1891. On
scotlandspeople.gov.uk, Bridget performs a search and locates Thomas in district/parish
number 685/2 and enumeration district 13.

B. Bridget prints out a copy of the census image. It shows that Thomas and Helen were married
at the time of the 1891 census. This leads her to believe that the marriage date on the
marriage certificate (December 30, 1891) is probably incorrect. On her records she changes
the marriage date to December 30, 1890.

C. Bridget records the following information: (1) Thomas'’s place of birth and an estimated birth
year (which she figures by subtracting his age from the year of the census), (2) Helen’s place
of birth and an estimated birth year, (3) Thomas’s and Helen’s occupations and street address,
and (4) the source information.

No Year Surname Forename Sex Age District City/ County GROS Data Image Extract
232704 VIEW (5
1 1891 SELBIE THCOMAS M 20 ST ANDREW DUNDEE CITY/ANGUS ' ORDER
' ' 035/04 003 CREDITS)
ECINBURGH 635/02
2 1891 SELCRAIG THOMAS M 24 ST ANDREW VIEW (PAID) ORDER
. CITY/MIDLOTHIAN  013/02 020 L :

Index for 1891 census (used with permission from the registrar general for Scotland)

Address Name Age  Occupation Where born
Page 20j The unde\'mcntioncd Houses mx\sit:mtc within the Boundaries of the
gr'l\"'ll Padfish of School Board District of | Parliamentary Burgh of ‘ ParliamentaXy Division of
N e 29>t . £ /,.7,4 | % / - 2y e
Municipal Burgh of | | B Tgh Ward of =} e — ] M:;-—- Rhalat of
£ soibnph ! ) K o littaed
HOUSES, i - ¥ \ | Kelther Em-
Xo,ot | ROAD, STREEZ, & | =T v | WAME and Suroame of eack | RELATION | coxprmron | | 402 rec e
| 4 Mot o | |5 pies. " | oMiadof | wtlo [t Beas)| PROFESSION or OCCUPATION. | Employer. Employed. ‘,%l:';:,é‘-;,, WHERE BORN.
180 8 @) ] | L':-v'u | | account. |
7 7R | | Ve e e o prts Sorets X Fotdogd
Jpells. 4 e 2] s U @ G x Tho il oo e

1891 census entry for Thomas Selcraig and his wife, Helen (Nellie)
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THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Example

2. Find your ancestor’s birth record in civil registration.
(See “Civil Registration: Birth” on page 19.)

A. Bridget now looks for the birth certificate for Thomas Selcraig. Based on what she found in step
1, she has estimated his birth year to be about 1867, and she knows from the census that he
was born in Edinburgh. On scotlandspeople.gov.uk, Bridget searches the Statutory Registers of
birth, 1855 to 2006. She does not find a Thomas Selcraig in 1867, but she finds two people by
that name in 1866. One was born in St. Andrew District, and the other was born in St. George
District. Bridget looks at both certificates.

No Year Surname Forename Sex  District City/ County / MR GROS Data Image Extract
EDIMEURGH 685/02
1 18668 SELCRAIG THCM 1 T AMDREV CITY/MIDLOTHIAN 0603 VIEW (PAID) ORDER
EDINEBURGH 685/01 VIEW (5
2 1866 SELCRAIG THOMAS M ST GEQRGE ORDER
CITY/MIDLOTHIAN 1263 CREDITS)

1866 index of births for Thomas Selcraig (used with permission from the registrar general for Scotland)
B. Bridget determines that the certificate registered in St. Andrew is for her ancestor because the
parents are the same as those listed on his marriage certificate.

C. Bridget records the following information: (1) complete birth information for Thomas, (2) his
parents’ marriage information, (3) his father’s occupation, and (4) source information.

Name Birth date and place Parents’ names, occupation, and marriage date and place

Page 203.
18./4. BIRTHS iN\the _Zrutsrc, ‘\of i e 6@@# }ML
) ) [N “
\ . \ Name, Bumame, & Rank or Prolgdion of Father,
No. Name and Surname. When and Where Born. Sex. Name, and Maiden Surname of Mother, .um-u.itmumnmh “'_:"”“-&'
: Duto and Flacoof Narringe. T Doy e
Fowrrrovd s bbb 222 fzﬁfﬂmﬁmy_ _ ; L_Lzégﬁ_ ;
/./:9/7‘?9'/” ./r t ‘ Vit s { . 7 TX A ‘ﬂ_“‘;“f/l Lot
//ﬁ?.’lé( : _ﬂuaa P 0/%@&
608 j%f f":‘m 2 (/’ﬂw// /_AT”:/J) 3 {4 ;i
20 //(ﬂ//ﬂr? )7 /;"/ ‘{”’ ! \ ! /: B I#
AL N Feveer 422 _ /MM@«A:« :
-,?z"n//,-‘r“/w% f';ﬂ"”’('";””/ — : : - : ﬁ.””g——-«—..-

Birth certificate for Thomas Selcraig
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THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Example

3. Find your ancestor with his or her parents and brothers and sisters in census
records. (See “Census” on pages 17-18.)

A. Bridget looks for Thomas and his parents in the 1871 census because it was the first census
after Thomas’s birth. On scotlandspeople.gov.uk, Bridget searches for Thomas Selcraig, born in
1866, but this does not bring up any matches. Because Selcraig may have been spelled in
different ways in the index, Bridget searches for Thomas Sel* born in 1866. This brings up all
Thomases whose surnames begin with Sel. She finds Thomas’s family listed with the surname
Seleraif. She prints a copy of the census page.

Address Name Age Occupation  Where born

Et | | [zt ] Zkg | brp | it | ——
Al Y e T (- N I A p— -.-\.m. (R [dE
4 o / ff...’-'” : ¥ : &-“‘ [ Dine, e - ” & l z
: | 2sa 7 7 m&{
E A7 —

1871 census entry for Thomas Selcraig and his family

B. Bridget records all of the information on the family and the source information.

C. Bridget then searches other censuses to find additional siblings and any other information
about the family. She records this information and the source information so that she can refer

to it later if needed.

Address Names Relationships Age Occupation Where born

| The undermentioned Houses a mnate vnthln ﬂu; undaries of the ©
Civil P%hof )uﬁ-ﬂﬁnr\@m Board District E\%memry Bu;;gh\ Roya-Burgh f\ Roliss-Burgh-of | e
|".‘. ,M,,m“,:f,";;; gﬁ i HANR P;':;““m u s to m\ﬂ” Rank, Profescio, or OCCUPATION. |~ WHERE BoRN. . . [il
] >  [Fomates] al
| 0|5 Gatlon Hll |1 . MM% .
JI__ /‘b o I:IA_M i
| | :
y.) oo~ ar :
e K A |
| A/ | Svacdivud dr

1881 census entry for Thomas Selcrazg zmd hzs fumzly
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THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Example

4. Find the marriage records of your ancestor's parents in civil registration.
(See “Civil Registration: Marriage” on page 21.)

A. Using information from Thomas’s birth record, Bridget searches for the marriage certificate for
Thomas'’s parents in 1858, following the same process that she used to find the marriage
certificate for Thomas in 1891 (see step 1 on page 5). She prints a copy of the marriage
certificate.

Marriage date and place Thomas’s parents Thomas’s grandparents

[_2" 7T ofﬁ//b’“ (Mﬁ(ﬂﬂmﬂﬁfuinhc mefézof_é/_ﬁﬁéa»/ﬁ

[0 3] {5} (6) [¢5] (5]

al " it nrag, and or at, datt of F

| ! ' I :}fﬁ:{:!‘.:ffﬁ"ﬂ‘ﬁ: y g ._h Faer. mmf'?, gl g, lusf:’iw::::fa:\:

No | Whenlire, anher Miriel, | sy el Fanist e et telnttensbp oF Pastle{ i€ oy Noute, an aklen Bariotre i Wi e eoavtock:

Vs 2’2’2)’}1{5/2}»/ ; S /-/;J‘Jrﬁl’
Mg . arais 2
ffff{;ﬂ%j’:}* _,/2*/,4« }éézigf 25 /é’;wm{?,_-.f e fpdiiere ,ﬁﬁz‘/ﬁﬂ/{,&fm‘wp V72 R . N
;’/Lﬁ?ﬂr' A /(J‘_ ” 4 Lhen, %{:ﬁé@m’:&m& ;/;ﬁf&%ﬁféﬁ#ﬂéfa I
[ﬂ;%ﬁ#; ; Y st iy (Leccatect. ﬁ!’éze‘z? Chtice
_Yeatvieleep. e -
® %}%f{ﬁ"‘:; ‘ .-f/ g Aponlor, ,.r_éé}u /daﬂc"..ai.__rﬁg“f«u[/ fhf;ﬁ N D
et e — —
o ;,s' ey r_(/jjzg@ ;ﬁzf«mtﬂ/ AN A W R ¥ e _r__tc?.&’w ) -
- /’d | fecemriiate M Bmmtiiopp | 74/;.{?_2‘? eraie | efiﬁz&?’;{/hﬂr y

Jé{f@‘?&#{ T Pl réf/fmﬂd'./ Y27y VY AN EU—

Heglitear,

_'/}!2_1/12?’ el D it ez fdedyon Vv oy nr_...,_czzgzz%__.lajj‘? , @déﬂ aniﬁ'?ﬂsi,

FTTR'] i, A b s ml, -

1858 marriage certificate for Thomas Selcraig and Agnes Edwards

B. Bridget records the following information: (1) the marriage information for Thomas'’s parents, (2)
Thomas'’s grandparents’ names, (3) residence and occupations of Thomas’s parents, and (4)
source information.

For information on submitting names for temple ordinances, see A Member’s Guide to Temple and
Family History Work.
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THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Example

Write place as: Tryon, Polk, North Carolina, USA or

St. Martins, Birmingham, Warwick, Eng.

Write date as: 4 Oct. 1896

Family Group Record

If typing, set spacing at 1 1/2 Page of
Husband Last . See "Other
Given name(s) Thomas name Selcralq O marriages"
B h Pl
o (day 7&%? 7@%{3 ace Fife, Scotland LDS ordinance dates Temple
Christened Place Baptized
Died Place Endowed
Buried Place Sealed to parents
Married Place Sealed to spouse
4 June 1858 Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland
Husband's father . Last .
Given name(s) Willi name  Selcraig [] Deceased
Husband's mother Maiden
Given name(s) Elizabeth name  Henderson [] Deceased
Wife Maiden See "Other
Given name(s) Agnes name _Edwards 0 marrages'
Born (day month year, Place "
Abt 1v85)5 Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland LDt aliziets etz Temple
Christened Place Baptized
Died Place Endowed
Buried Place Sealed to parents
Wife's father Last
Given name(s) John name Edwards [] Deceased
Wife's mother ’ Maiden .
Givenname(s)  Elizabeth rame  Selcraig [ Deceased
Children List each child (whether living or dead) in order of birth. LDS ordinance dates Temple
1| Sex | Given : Last : See "Other
£ |rames) Elizabeth ame  O€lcraig mariagee:
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Abt 1861 Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
2 [ Sex |Given B Last B See "Other
F|name(s) Jessie name Selcr'alg D marriages"
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Abt 1865 Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
3 [ Sex |Given Last : See "Other
M |name(s) Gﬁaf‘ge name 53’“'5”9 D marriages"
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Abt 1865 Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
Select only one of the following options. The option you select applies Your name
to all names on this form.
0 Option 1—Family File Send all
names to my family file at the Temple.
Address
0 Option 2—Temple File Send all names to any temple,
and assign proxies for all approved ordinances.
Option 3—Ancestral File Send all names to the
[] computerized Ancestral File for research purposes only, not
for ordinances. | am including the required pedigree chart. Bhone Bate propared
( )

Published by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 10/93 Printed in USA 31827

Front of family group record. Bridget added the information she found for Thomas Selcraig and his family.
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THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Example

Page of
Husband Last .
Givenname(s) Thomas name  Selcraig
Wife Maiden
Given name(s) Agn35 name Edwards
Children List each child (whether living or dead) in order of birth. LDS ordinance dates Temple
4| Sex | Given Last : See "Other
M | name(s) Thomas name 53[0"2"9 O marriages’
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
27 Jul 1866 Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last ”
Given name(s) Helen name Wilson
Married Place . , . Sealed t
1% 30 Dec 1890 Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland caled to spouse
5| Sex | Given Last ‘ See "Other
F | name(s) Sarah name 56/6‘f‘alg U marriages’
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Abt 1874 Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
6 Sex | Given Last i See "Other
F | name(s) Helen name Selcra'g U marriages"
Born (day month year) Place , ) . Baptized
abt 1876 Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
7 | Sex | Given Last [] See'Other
name(s) name marriages"
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
Other marriages List other marriages and sealings of the husband, wife, and children on this form. List any necessary explanations.
Sources of information Add further information on attached sheets as necessary.
1. Civil registration marriage records, South Leith, Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland, www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk, 692/01, 18658,
for Thomas Selcraig and Agnes Edwards.
2. 1871 census, St. Andrew District, Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland, www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk, 689/02 for Thomas Selcraig.
3. Civil registration birth records, St. Andrew District, Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland, www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk, 685/02 0608,
1866, for Thomas Selcraig.
4. Civil registration marriage records, St. Andrew District, Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland, www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk, 665/02
0012, 1891, for Thomas Selcraig and Helen Wilson.
Note: Please take every reasonable step to see that the information on this form is as accurate and complete as practical. This will help maintain the integrity of Church family
history files and reduce duplication of temple ordinance work.

Back of family group record. Bridget added the information she found for Thomas Selcraig and his family.
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THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Summary

Finding a Scottish Family, 1855-1901 4. Find the marriage certificate for your ancestor’s

S . parents in civil registration records.
1. Find information about your ancestor’s

birthplace and parents’ names. e This verifies the information you found on
the birth certificate. It can also give

certificate) grandparents.
e Look for a marriage or death certificate e Record the information, including source
of your ancestor. information.
o This verifies what you know and gives
you parents’ names. What’s Next
e Print a copy of what you find. Follow the same steps to look for the families of

. . , . each of your ancestor’s parents.
¢ Record the information, including source y P

information. If you cannot find your ancestor using this

B. Census research process, contact FamilySearch Support
for research help at: fhi@familysearch.org

o Look for the first census following your
ancestor’s marriage or birth.

e Print a copy of what you find.

¢ Record the information, including source
information.

o Estimate birth years from the ages.

2. Find your ancestor’s birth certificate in civil
registration records.

e This verifies the information you found in
the marriage or death certificate and the
census. It can also give additional
information about your ancestor’s parents.

¢ Record the information, including source
information.

3. Find your ancestor with his or her parents and
brothers and sisters in a census.

e Look for the first census following your
ancestor’s birth.

e Look in earlier and later censuses to see if
there are other family members.

¢ Record the information, including source
information.

o Estimate birth years from the ages.
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FINDING PLACES

To search civil registration and census records, you
need to know the parish and county in Scotland
where your ancestor lived. When researching in
large cities, it is helpful to know the civil registration
district.

Place Levels

Places are usually written from smallest to largest
on family group records, including parish, county,
and country.

Scotland
(Country)

Liberton,
(Parish)

Midlothian,
(County)

When in a large city, the city should be listed along
with the parish.

Edinburgh St. Andrew, Midlothian,
(City and parish) (County)

Scotland
(Country)

Records may have been kept at any of these place
levels.

Parish for Church Records and Census

e Aparish is the area (jurisdiction) where a
Church of Scotland minister served and
kept records. The parish is usually named
for the largest town in it.

e To find birth, marriage, and death records
or census records, it is helpful to know the
parish where your ancestor lived.

District for Civil Registration

e Inrural areas, a district is normally the
same as the parish. In large cities, districts
may have parts of several parishes in them.

¢ Knowing the district where your ancestor
lived will help you search civil registration
records.

County

e Scotland is divided into 33 counties.

e Knowing the county in which your ancestor
lived can help you identify your ancestor
when he or she has the same name as
someone in another county.

Tips

To find information about the place your ancestor
lived, look in the Gazetteer of Scottish Places at:
http://www.scan.org.uk/knowledgebase/search/gaz-
etteer indexnew.asp

Changes to County Names

Since the late 1800s, the names of five counties
in Scotland have changed. They are listed below:

Current name  Old name

Midlothian Edinburghshire (changed in 1889)

Moray Elginshire (changed in 1918)

Angus Forfarshire (changed in 1928)

East Lothian Haddingtonshire (changed in
1921)

West Lothian  Linlithgowshire (changed in
1924)
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FINDING PLACES
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FINDING PLACES
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RECORDS

This section gives details about locating and Record Time Line
using each record described in the research i )
process. The chart below shows the time period covered
by each of the records described in this guide. It
also gives page numbers where you can find
more information about locating and using each
record.
1840 | 1860 | 1880 | 1900 | 1920 | 1940 | 1960 | 1980 | 2000 | Present
Census

See pages 17-18

Civil Registration: Birth
See page 19

Civil Registration: Death
See page 20

Civil Registration: Marriage
See page 21
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CENSUS

1841, 1851, 1861, 1871, 1881, 1891, 1901

Use Census Records To:
e Learn the birthplace and age of your
ancestor.

¢ Find information about family members
and other members of the household.

o Establish a time and place of a family’s
residence.

Beginning in 1801, national censuses were taken
in Scotland every 10 years, except in 1941. The
censuses before 1841 were mainly statistical,
and most of them do not exist today. The 1841
census was the first census with genealogical
information. A census must be 100 years old
before it may be open to the public, so the 1901
census is the most recent one available.

CONTENT
¢ Names

o Ages (In the 1841 census only, the ages
are rounded down to a multiple of five for
those over the age of 15.)

¢ Relationships (beginning with the 1851
census)

e Birthplaces (beginning with the 1851
census)

o Occupations
e Address

Tips

Households include the people who resided in the
house on the night before the census was taken.

Locate an individual in as many censuses as you
can. This helps you verify information, and it may
lead you to other family members.

The census does not list children who were born
and died between censuses.

Census information may be incorrect.

Widows and married women sometimes used their
maiden names on the census.

Look for large gaps in the ages of children,
because they may indicate missing children (such
as children who have died or are living with
relatives, attending boarding school, working away
from home, and so on).

If you do not find your ancestor in a census in a
particular parish, look in nearby parishes.

Look at the census entries of your ancestor’s
neighbors. Family members, including siblings or
parents, could be living next door or a few houses
away.

On most censuses each person’s relationship to
the head of the household is given. The
relationship does not necessarily apply to other
members of the household. For example, a child
who is listed as a son may not be a son of the wife
of the head of household or a sibling to the other
children listed in the household.

The terms daughter-in-law and son-in-law
sometimes referred to step-children, not spouses
of children.

Scotland 17



CENSUS

1841, 1851, 1861, 1871, 1881, 1891, 1901

Address
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1881 census entry for Thomas Selcraig and his family

Searching Censuses
Before searching this record, you must know:
¢ Your ancestor’s name.

e The parish or district where your ancestor
was living at the time of the census.

It would also be helpful to know:
¢ Your ancestor’s age.

e Other family members’ names and ages.

This record is located at:
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk

Search by your ancestor’s name.
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CIVIL REGISTRATION: BIRTH

1855 to the Present

Use Birth Certificates To:

e Find your ancestor’s birth information. Tips _ : :
) ) _ e Sometimes the mother’s previous married name
e Establish a time and place of residence. was listed as the maiden surname.
e Find the names of your ancestor’s ¢ Always note the informant and his or her
parents. relationship to the child. The informant may be a
) . ) ) grandparent, aunt, or uncle, and this information
e Find marriage information for your may provide clues for further research.
ancestor’s parents.
CONTENT 1855 1856— 1861-
1860 present
Full name and sex of child X X X
Date, time, and place of birth X X X
Father’'s name and occupation X X X
Father’s age and birthplace X
Mother’s name, including former names X X X
Mother’s age and birthplace X
Usual residence of parents X
Parents’ marriage date and place X X
Number of the parents’ other children and their sex (also specifies whether the X
children are living or dead)
Informant’s name and relationship to the child (if any) X X X
Informant’s usual residence X X
Searching Birth Certificates The record is located at:
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk
Before searching this record, you must know:
e Your ancestor’'s name. Search by your ancestor’s name.
¢ The date or approximate date of the birth.
e The place or approximate place of the birth.
Knowing the parents’ names is also helpful.
1844. THS in the ._%144’» of _ o~ in e_ﬁzay_éo
(1 () (43 (3] : CW) )
No. \.me and Borname. ‘When and\ﬂun Born. Sex. Nﬂ;:‘::-::-i:un ul'l;:?m.- HEWJM' w“'h‘l and n-:mﬂ. |
%/./;*W/'ﬁ' L. ., / £
- VAR T it
608 5%: P W) 772, =h : -
£0 ,/?,ﬂflén/ £ W 2
2754 A | >

Birth certificate for Thomas Selcraig
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CIVIL REGISTRATION: DEATH

1855 to the Present

Use Death Certificates To:

e Find your ancestor’s death information. Tips _
. _ ) ¢ Always note the informant. He or she may be a
e Establish a time and place of residence. family member, and his or her address may

« Find the names of your ancestor’s parents suggest another locality to search for information.

e The certificate often indicates whether or not the
parents of the deceased person are living.

CONTENT 1855 1856 1861— 1967
1860 1966 present
Full name and occupation X X X X
Date, time, and place of death X X X X
Age X X X X
Marital status X
Usual residence if different than place of death X X X X
Parents’ names (including mother’s former names) and whether
X X X X
deceased
Cause of death and name of medical attendant X X X X
Burial place and undertaker’s name X X X X
Name of spouse X X X
Names of children and their ages (or, if deceased, their age at death) X
Informant's name, signature, and relationship (if any) X X X X
Date of birth X
Date Age Pare B o
18¢2. DEATHS inthe [ .2 coCice ) 7 ciet o« Hee v inthe  ZZ,pof 2
(1) (x) () &) (s (5] (7 L) ()
Biemame sfd Name, Cause of Death, and bow lon ignuture, Qualification, und Hesl-
N e e e e ripe | R | o
t-h“lthwﬂa‘::'ﬁ;ir‘lv}:':lﬂihr Rank, Profesion, or Occupation. when he last saw decraset. by whom certified. Va ; |
;ﬂ.é!h“w?" | s#de \atls j;w_—.--“;/&‘wq:ﬁ Errtorcites e ;_m__/%'_gﬂz_,“. o &
N i, 1. -/W Y ,,LW o Lt .—émvu&-{' s fewrivee 1;5,3/7 f&fmaﬁ# B — ﬁdh /A‘m o
oo SRR ISP [ ) LI R T =57 ef}ﬁégz;__é’w,ﬁfgﬁ_z_/ﬁ IR ) Lok
330 L14 TE e Tl D cier vt ad eritificpes, 1 £ b___/ Mﬂf‘ —=
st ____I_Qﬂ:_q%«._'-?ﬁ,_'_!___.!6(7”-4 ‘é—/_,&_':ﬂtt} 74:-!5?7:&««1&#.%&!&22:4%{,&@ s | oz 2

1860 death certificate of Thomas Selcraig’s brother John

Searching Death Certificates This record is located at:
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk

Before searching this record, you must know:
e Your ancestor’s name. Search by your ancestor’s name.

e The date or approximate date of death.
e The place or approximate place of death.

Knowing the spouse’s name can also be helpful.
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CIVIL REGISTRATION: MARRIAGE

1855 to the Present

Use Marriage Certificates To:

, , o : Tips
e Find your ancestor’s marriage information. - . _
) ] _ e |t is important to look at all the information on the
e Establish a time and place of residence. certificate.
e Find the names of your ancestor’s o Always note the witnesses. They are often family
parents. members and can be a clue for further research.

e The certificate often indicates if the parents of the
bride or groom are deceased.

e The address of the bride or groom might lead to
other localities to check for records.

e The occupation may help you identify the bride or
groom when checking other records.

CONTENT 1855 1856~
present
Full names of the bride and groom X X
The bride’s and groom’s marital status, age, occupation, and usual residences, and their X X
relationship to each other (if any)
2nd or 3rd marriage and any children by former marriages, living or deceased X X
Birthplaces of the bride and groom X
Fathers’ names, occupations, and whether deceased X X
Mothers’ names (including former names) and whether deceased X X
Name of person who married them X X
Names and addresses of witnesses X X

Searching Marriage Certificates This record is located at:
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk

Before searching this record, you must know:
e Your ancestor’'s name. Search by your ancestor’s name.

¢ The date or approximate date of the marriage.

e The place or approximate place of the
marriage.

Knowing the spouse’s name is also helpful.

Marriage date Names Address Parents

189/,

Name, Smc,.lnd m\ul‘r\xm lln Itmlhr Hum.r 8i Mlumu[ _—
icesen & Where Registered,
Yo When, Whers, and How Marriod. Rank or Profession, Whether Bingle or Widowed, | 487 Veunl Itenidence. If irregular, bie of o i’u,zmm and Siguature of Registrar,
i ; Sare (f fay), s Nune, aned Maden Barname of Mother, iﬂ;‘e:lwnlw or Sherif’s Wermaat,
A YA gl W7 Hrpd Mennr

| D Lottn po | Dok Setthnsr

ﬂﬁi 1idd Aathdln !,ﬂ-.wé 7 , nEZZ@fZ

Marriage certificate of Thomas Selcraig and Helen Wilson
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ADDITIONAL HELPS

This section provides tips and other resources
you may find helpful as you search Scottish
records.

Naming Customs in Scotland

The Scottish people often followed the naming
pattern listed below when they named their
children.

The first son was named after the father’s father.

The second son was named after the mother’s
father.

The third son was named after the father.

The first daughter was named after the mother’s
mother.

The second daughter was named after the
father’s mother.

The third daughter was named after the mother.

Time Line

1801 First national census in Scotland was
taken (containing mainly statistical infor-
mation). The census was taken every 10th

year after that.

1841 First national census of genealogical value
that survives was taken.

1851 First national census to give exact ages,
relationships, and birthplaces was taken.

1855 Government registration of births,

marriages, and deaths, known as civil
registration, began.

More about Scottish Research

Research Outline: Scotland (32960) describes
records for more advanced searches (see “Where
to Order Family History Library Publications,” on
page 23).

Cory, Kathleen B. Tracing Your Scottish Ancestry.

2nd ed. Edinburgh: Polygon, 1996. ISBN
0806315342 (FHL book 941 D27c)

22 Scotland

Sinclair, Cecil. Tracing Your Scottish Ancestors: A
Guide to Ancestry Research in the Scottish
Record Office. Edinburgh: HMSO, 1990. ISBN
0114941181 (FHL book 941 D27s)

Steel, D. J. Sources for Scottish Genealogy and
Family History. National Index of Parish Registers
Volume 12. London: Phillimore, 1970. ISBN
900592524 (FHL book 942 D27ste v. 12)

Archives and Libraries

Below are some of the main archives and libraries
where you may find Scottish records.

Family History Library

35 N. West Temple Street, Room 344
Salt Lake City, UT 84150-3440
Phone: 1-801-240-2331
www.familysearch.org

E-mail: fhi@ldschurch.org

Note: Most records at the Family History Library
are also available through a family history center.
To find a family history center near you:

1. Go to www.familysearch.org.

2. In the area titled Find a Family History
Center Near Your Home, enter the state or
country where you live, and click OK.

Family history societies
www.genuki.org.uk
www.genfair.com

General Register Office

New Register House

3 West Register Street

Edinburgh EH1 3YT

Scotland

Phone: 011-44-131-334-0380

Fax: 011-44-131-314-4400
www.gro-scotland.gov.uk
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk
(Searchable Web site for civil registration
and census records)

E-mail: records@gro-scotland.gov.uk




ADDITIONAL HELPS

Where to Order Family History Library
Publications

e On the Internet at www.familysearch.org

e Salt Lake Distribution Services
Phone: 1-800-537-5971 (toll free in the United
States and Canada)
TTY: 1-801-240-6149

o British Isles Family History Support Office
185 Penns Lane
Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands B76 1JU
England
Phone: 0121-384-2028
Fax: 0121-382-5948

All Family History Library publications are
described in the Family History Materials List
(34083).

Other publications you may need
For Latter-day Saints:
A Member’s Guide to Temple and Family History

Work (34697) includes instructions for submitting
names for temple ordinances.
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ADDITIONAL HELPS

Famlly Group Record If typing, set spacing at 1 1/2. Page of
Husband Last 0O See "Other
Given name(s) name marriages"
Born (day month year) Place LDS ordinance dates Temple
Christened Place Baptized
Died Place Endowed
Buried Place Sealed to parents
Married Place Sealed to spouse
Husband's father Last
Given name(s) name D Deceased
Husband's mother Maiden
Given name(s) name [] Deceased
g Wife Maiden [] See Oter
- Given name(s) name marriages"
& B h PI
2 orn (day month year) ace LDS ordinance dates Temple
) Christened Place Baptized
jol
3 Died Place Endowed
jo)
= Buried Place Sealed to parents
Wife's father Last
Given name(s) name [] Deceased
Wife's mother Maiden
Given name(s) name [] Deceased
Children List each child (whether living or dead) in order of birth. LDS ordinance dates Temple
1| Sex | Given Last [[] See'Other
name(s) name marriages”
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
2| Sex | Given Last 0 See "Other
_ name(s) name marriages"
(% Born (day month year) Place Baptized
>
g Christened Place Endowed
=)
85 Died Place Sealed to parents
£4
5SS Spouse Last
ig Given name(s) name
K < Married Place Sealed to spouse
g8
S92 3| Sex |Given Last 0O See "Other
=] name(s) name marriages”
@ Born (day month year) Place Baptized
ge
a5 Christened Place Endowed
o=
=6 Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
Select only one of the following options. The option you select applies Your name
to all names on this form.
0 Option 1—Family File Send all
names to my family file at the Temple.
Address
0 Option 2—Temple File Send all names to any temple,
and assign proxies for all approved ordinances.
Option 3—Ancestral File Send all names to the
[[] computerized Ancestral File for research purposes only, not
for ordinances. | am including the required pedigree chart. Bhone Date prepared
( )
Published by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 10/93 Printed in USA 31827
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ADDITIONAL HELPS

Page of
Husband Last
Given name(s) name
Wife Maiden
Given name(s) name
Children List each child (whether living or dead) in order of birth. LDS ordinance dates Temple
4| Sex | Given Last See "Other
name(s) name marriages"
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
5| Sex | Given Last [[] See'Other
name(s) name marriages"
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
6| Sex | Given Last See "Other|
name(s) name marriages"
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
7 | Sex | Given Last [[] See'Other
name(s) name marriages"
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
Other marriages List other marriages and sealings of the husband, wife, and children on this form. List any necessary explanations.
Sources of information Add further information on attached sheets as necessary.

Note: Please take every reasonable step to see that the information on this form is as accurate and complete as practical. This will help maintain the integrity of Church family
history files and reduce duplication of temple ordinance work
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